
 
Hi McNair Scholars, 
 
I’m looking forward to meeting you on Friday, Feb 14rd.  Before then, Lynn Curry will distribute three 
handouts to you: 
  

1. “Thinking Like a Detective.”   This is a handout that explains what we will be working on together 
and you need to read it carefully before the workshop.  It will give you some instructions for 
reading strategies that you will be applying when you try the following exercises:  

  
2. Privilege, Power and Difference.  You’ll be given the ”Introduction” to this book by Allan Johnson.  

There are three copies of this Intro.  Try to apply the reading strategies to the first copy, which 
means, apply the preface/introduction strategies, find and note the key terms (KT), look up the 
definitions of any words that are unfamiliar to you, and then, underline and make marginal notes 
according to the instructions in the “Detective” handout.  (Keep a list of unfamiliar words and their 
dictionary definitions on a separate sheet of paper - your own "Vocabulary Builder 
List.")  Following this first copy of the Introduction will be a second copy which has the underlining 
and then a third copy which adds marginal notes as well.  After you give it a try yourself, look at 
copies two and three to see how you did.  These will give you a good example of what “reading 
like a detective” looks like on the page and how it works.  (This is not a perfect example– we 
aren’t worried about perfect!  Once your skills are pretty good and pretty consistent, you'll realize 
that pretty good is usually good enough and when it isn’t, you'll know what to do to make it 
better.)  

  
3. A brief speech on intolerance by Keith Brodie.  Try to read this “like a detective” (i.e., noting KT 

and looking up unfamiliar words, underlining, and making marginal notes according to the 
instructions.)  

  
On Friday, bring all three of these handouts to our workshop (that's the "Detective" 
handout, and the handouts described in #2 and #3 above on which you've tried to apply the reading 
strategies.) 
  
Bring your "Vocabulary Builder List" with definitions.  
  
In addition, type up at least 2 questions about the reading strategies.  Bring these with you as well --- 
they will be your “ticket” into the workshop.   
  
I’ll begin the workshop reading and responding to your questions which will give us a good chance to 
discuss the reading strategies, how they work, why they’re helpful, the parts you have trouble with, 
etc. After we’ve done that, we’ll work on some exercises together.   
  
Good luck and I’ll see you Friday, 
  
Merlyn E. Mowrey 
Associate Professor 
Department of Philosophy and Religion 

 


