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Faculty: 

 
**** 
Dear Dr. Marsiglio,  
 
I am a Ronald E. McNair Scholar at Central Michigan University. I am currently conducting 
original research on intergenerational and social influences on fatherhood under the direction 
of Dr. Jeff Angera.  I am familiar with your work, specifically on fatherhood and social 
construction of fathers. I really liked how your book Situated Fathering talked about issues 
affecting men's identities as fathers and their involvement with children. In looking at this book 
and some of your other work I realize that my interests and your studies align perfectly.  
 
I am very interested in your master’s program in sociology and will be applying this coming fall. 
If possible, I’m wondering if you could answer the following questions: 
 
1 - What areas of research are you currently pursuing and what future directions are you 
considering?  
2 – Are there others in your department who may be interested in studying generational father 
influences? 
3 – Will you be taking on new graduate students in the fall of 2008?  It would be a great 
opportunity to work under your guidance. 
 
I appreciate any thoughts and/or recommendations you may have in this regard and I look 
forward to hearing from you.  I appreciate your time and response. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Adam Mausolf 
McNair Scholar 
Central Michigan University 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



McNair Scholars Program 

Central Michigan University 

 

Page 2 of 6 
Sample Correspondence 

Faculty continued: 
 
**** 
Dear Dr. Jamal, 
 
My name is Ryan Kostanecki and I am currently an undergraduate student in the Ronald E. 
McNair Scholars Program at Central Michigan University.  I am interested in studying 
comparative Middle Eastern politics through the lens of social science methodology, namely 
survey research.  I am currently conducting original research using surveys to gauge the 
attitudes of American students, and Middle Eastern students living in America and in Egypt 
towards specific aspects of United States foreign policy regarding the conflict in Iraq. 
 
First, I wanted to thank your for your contributions to the field, as I have used your research in 
my literature review. Second, I am writing you to inquire if Princeton would be interested in 
sponsoring me to do further research into Middle Eastern political attitudes studies, with a 
focus on Middle Eastern attitudes towards US foreign policy.   
 
I have read and used research from Mark Tessler and Ellen Lust-Okar.  However, I am 
wondering who else is currently doing research in this field and if there are any opportunities 
for a motivated undergraduate to assist them in their research. 
 
Many thanks for taking a moment out of your schedule to advise a future graduate student! 
 
Ryan Kostanecki 
McNair Scholar 
Central Michigan University 
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Faculty continued: 
 
**** 
Dr. Lorraine Gutierrez, 
 
I am a Ronald E. McNair Scholar presently studying at Central Michigan University. In my search 
for potential graduate schools, at which I intend to pursue a Ph.D. in Social Work, I noticed that 
the University of Michigan has an international component to their program. Also, I understand 
that I can directly enter a Ph.D. program out of undergraduate school. 
 
I was very excited to find a faculty member with research interests in the empowerment of 
oppressed groups and Latinos. Because I am a Latina woman who immigrated to the United  
States I am interested in pursuing graduate study in the Social Work department at the 
University of Michigan. My research interest is investigating the development of cultural 
identity of adolescent Latino immigrants. Does an opportunity to conduct this type of research 
exist at your institution? Could you recommend a professor whose interests might be a good fit 
to mine? Thank you in advance for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 
Maria Jacome  
Ronald E. McNair Scholar 
Central Michigan University 
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Faculty continued: 
 
**** 
Hello Dr. Wenk, 
  
I am a Ronald E. McNair Scholar at Central Michigan University. I am currently conducting 
original research on the motor response complications associated with Levodopa treatment for 
Parkinson’s disease under the direction of Dr. Justin Oh-Lee.  I am familiar with your work, 
particularly on the influence of brain inflammation on neurodegenerative diseases and the 
progression of dementia. 
  
I am very interested in Ohio State’s neuroscience doctoral program and will be applying this 
fall.  Given my interest in your work, I am wondering if you will be taking on new graduate 
students in the fall of 2009?  Looking ahead, are your most recently published works things you 
will continue to pursue or do you see your research heading in a new direction?  I look forward 
to future correspondences and appreciate your time and response. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Heather Minkel 

 
Graduate student: 
 
**** 
Hello Jonah, 
  
I am currently an undergraduate student at Central Michigan University studying biomedical 
sciences and neuroscience.  I see that there are many exciting research opportunities at the 
University of Colorado-Denver and I am hoping to get your opinion on the program as a 
graduate student there.   
  
I have two questions if you have the time to answer them.  The first is about the student-faculty 
relations and the atmosphere at UCD:  How do you feel the climate of the department is as a 
whole?  The second is really just about how your experience has been in the program so far.  
Who or what made UCD your choice for graduate school, and how would you describe the 
experience so far?  I appreciate any information you have to offer. 
  
Thank you for your time, 
  
Heather Minkel 
McNair Scholar 
Central Michigan University 
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Graduate student continued: 
 
**** 
Hello Mr. Corstange, 
 
My name is Ryan Kostanecki and I am currently a student at Central Michigan University 
studying Political Science and History with a focus in the Middle East.  I am currently doing 
research on American and Middle Eastern attitudes towards the War in Iraq, and I have used 
your research with Dr. Tessler as a reference.  So first let me thank you, as it has been a 
wonderful resource. 
 
I am writing you because I am currently coming to the end of my undergraduate career, and 
looking at you CV you are researching exactly what I am hoping to research in graduate school.  
I have one specific question, and then one general one.  Specially, what level of math/statistical 
proficiency should I have going into graduate school (as in what level math classes should I 
complete).  Generally, can you give any recommendations as to what I should be reading before 
entering a graduate school program in comparative Middle Eastern politics?  Who are the most 
prominent scholars in the field? 
 
Any information would be very helpful.  Again, thank you for the research, it is great!  When I 
finish my project I will be sure to pass it along. 
 
Hope all is well!   --Ryan Kostanecki 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



McNair Scholars Program 

Central Michigan University 

 

Page 6 of 6 
Sample Correspondence 

 
And a positive response: 
 
**** 
Dear Ryan, 
 
Thank you for the kind words!  It's always encouraging when people can get something useful 
out of the research that we've done, and especially when they want to continue and make it 
better. 
 
For math and statistical proficiency:  they're related, but not exactly the same.  In terms of 
statistics, most good graduate programs in political science will provide enough options for 
statistical training to get you sufficiently tooled up to use it well.  It will be a lot of work, though, 
so know that going into it.  It would be somewhat helpful to be familiar with some basic 
calculus and matrix algebra ahead of time, but they'll teach that along with the statistics.  I, for 
example, took no math classes as an undergraduate (which I regret), but was still able to do 
well with it.  It's just that the statistical boot camp the first year is probably a little less hard if 
you can lean on some past understanding.  As for math-math:  if you're interested in doing 
analytic formal modeling and game theory, I'd recommend you take a few classes now, if you 
can. 
 
If you're interested in Middle East studies via a political science program (which I would 
recommend as opposed to an area studies program), I would suggest Mark Tessler (of course), 
Amaney Jamal at Princeton, and Ellen Lust-Okar at Yale.  These are probably the biggest three 
in terms of work on the Middle East that also uses rigorous social science methodology.  Also, 
there is a woman named Lisa Blaydes who will be starting at Stanford in the fall (she's currently 
finishing up at UCLA):  she's very new, but has a lot of potential to be very good as well.  In 
terms of what to read:  it's a little difficult to say in that there aren't really any canonical texts 
that I can think of, but you can probably start with articles and books the above-cited folks have 
written, and then troll through their bibliographies. 
 
Hope this is helpful!  Let me know if you've got any other questions.  Best, Dan 


